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Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat in the middle, Israeli Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin to the right, and Israeli Foreign Minister
Shimon Prerez, during the Oslo Accords in 1993

OSLO ACCORDS
The Oslo Accords marked the first time Israel and the Palestine
Liberation Organization (PLO) formally recognized one another.
The Oslo Accords were signed in the White House, and named
after Norway’s capital city, where Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat
and Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin negotiated the first
substantial agreement between Palestinians and Israelis.
The first agreement led to the establishment of the Palestinian
National Authority the following year with limited powers of
self-rule, initially only in parts of the Gaza Strip and in Jericho in
the West Bank.36
The 1995 agreement divided the West Bank into three zones
known as Areas A, B and C.

The Oslo Accords called for mutual recognition between
Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) and
a five-year transitional period during which Israel would
gradually withdrew its troops from major Palestinian
populated areas. At the end of the transitional period, an
agreement would be reached based on UN Security
Council Resolutions 242 and 338, which call for the
complete withdrawal of Israeli forces from the territories
occupied in 1967. In return, Arafat promised to end antiIsraeli violence.37
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OSLO ACCORDS
The 1995 agreement divided the West Bank
according to the following:
1. Area A: Comprising 18 percent of the West
Bank, Area A is under PA civil control and
security authority. Although it is comprised
entirely of Palestinian cities – including Hebron,
Nablus, Ramallah, Bethlehem and some towns
and villages that do not border Israeli
settlements – they are separated by areas
controlled by Israel, including checkpoints,
settlements and military outposts.
An exception is found in Hebron, the largest
Palestinian city in the West Bank. While it lies
in Area A, less than 1,000 Israeli settlers are
living among hundreds of thousands of
Palestinian residents; thus, dividing the city
into two zones in the 1990:38
A. H1, 80 percent of the entire city which is
administered by the PA;
B. and H2, 20 percent of the city which is
controlled by Israel.
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Palestinians from Area A cannot travel
to other areas within the West Bank
(even other parts of Area A) without
crossing Israeli checkpoints.39
2. Area B: Comprising about 22
percent of the West Bank, Area B is
under Palestinian civil
administration while Israel retains
exclusive security control with
limited cooperation from the
Palestinian police. Area B includes
more than 400 villages and
farmland.
3. Area C: Under full Israeli civil
administration and security control,
Area C is the largest division in the
West Bank, comprising 60 percent
of the territory. The PA only has
responsibility for providing
education and medical services.
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POST OSLO 1993-2000
Israel failed to implement any of the issues
within the agreements signed. Instead they
expanded Jewish settlements on occupied
Palestinian land particularly in east Jerusalem.40
I. Settlements
• Housing: 52.49% growth of housing units in
settlements since 1993. In September 1993
there were 32,750 family housing units in
Israeli settlements on the West Bank and the
Gaza Strip. Between September 1993 and
July 2000, construction began on 17,190
housing units; 2,830 of these began during
the Barak administration (Central Bureau of
Statistics) .
• Population: 52.96% rise in population
between December 1993 and June 1999. At
the end of 1993, there were 115,700 Israeli
settlers in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip;
in mid-1999, they became 176,973, a rise of
61,273 (Central Bureau of Statistics). Based
on an average annual growth rate of 7.92%
between 1992-1998.
• New Settlements: Since Oslo, three new
settlements were officially established by
Israel: Lapid, Kiryat Sefer and Menora; at the
end of 1998, these had a combined
population of 12,212. In addition, between
1996 and 1999, the settlers established over
42 unofficial settlements, fewer than ten of
these were subsequently dismantled
(Central Bureau of Statistics and Peace Now
Settlement Watch reports). There are 145
official settlements on the West Bank and
the Gaza Strip, but about 200 independent
localities.

A general view of a construction site in the West Bank Jewish
Settlement of Modiin Illit, March 14, 2011
Israeli settlements generally take the high ground in Palestinian
territory
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House demolition in Anata, Northern Jerusalem, April 14, 2008
(Photo: Meged Gozani/Activestills.org)

POST OSLO 1993-2000
• New Roads: Between 1994 and 1997, paving was begun on 139.6 km of
Israeli bypass roads in the West Bank and Gaza. During the same period,
road paving was completed on 159.2 km (Central Bureau of Statistics).41
II. Human-Rights Violations
• House Demolitions: Between the end of 1994 and November 2000, 740
Palestinian houses were demolished by the Israeli Occupation Forces
(IOF) in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip (not including those
demolished in East Jerusalem) (B’Tselem).
• Days of Closure: Between December 1993 and November 2000, there
were 326 days of full closure in the West Bank and 311 days in the Gaza
Strip (official Israeli sources through B’Tselem).
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Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak, President
Bill Clinton and Palestinian President Yasser
Arafat at Camp David. (Photo: Palestinian
Archive)

THE CAMP DAVID SUMMIT
In July 2000, at the invitation of
President Bill Clinton, Israeli and
Palestinian leaders met at Camp
David to negotiate final status issues.
However only the following proposal
was submitted orally by the Israelis:42
• An Israeli withdrawal from 91% of
what Israel defined as the West
Bank, which didn't include large
portions of the West Bank that
were unilaterally annexed to
occupied East Jerusalem
post-1967 before East Jerusalem
itself was annexed to Israel in a
move not recognized by the
international community, or areas
like the Latrun Valley. Israel's
insistence on this definition of a
much-reduced West Bank, rather
than the internationally
recognized pre-1967 boundaries
of the West Bank and East
Jerusalem, precluded agreement
on a starting point for negotiations
on borders.
• Israeli annexation of the remaining
9% of the already shrunken West
Bank in exchange of 9 to 1 land
swap for unspecified land in Israel.
• The fertile and strategically
important Jordan Valley along the
border with neighboring Jordan
would remain under Israeli control
under the terms of an unspecified
99-years "lease."
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On the future of refugees
expelled from their homes
during Israel's creation, the
Israelis said the solution to their
plight should be found
"elsewhere" than Israel.
On the future of occupied East
Jerusalem, Palestine would
have sovereignty over the
Muslim and Christian quarters
of the Old City, but only a
loosely-defined "permanent
custodianship" over the Noble
Sanctuary.
Settlements in East Jerusalem
were not up for negotiation.
Israel would retain control over
Palestinian airspace and the
electromagnetic spectrum.
Palestine would be a nonmilitarized state, with only a
police force for internal
security.

12-year-old Palestinian
Mohammad al-Durra,
who was killed in front
of TV cameras by the
Israelis as he was
hiding behind his
father.

THE SECOND INTIFADA
On September 28, 2000 former Israeli army general and
then opposition leader Ariel Sharon visited al-Aqsa
mosque with his entourage, sparking a violent reaction
from Palestinians. Seven Palestinians were killed in the
fighting and thus the second Intifada (Al-Aqsa Intifada)
erupted. In two days, the Intifada spread across Palestine
and into Israel. The Israeli army faced off against unarmed
civilians.43
On the fourth day, 20 Palestinians were killed by Israeli
bullets, missiles, tanks, and helicopters, including the 12year-old Palestinian Mohammad al-Dura, who was killed in
front of TV cameras by the Israelis as he was hiding behind
his father.44
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CONSTRUCTION OF THE APARTHEID WALL
On June 16, 2002 Israel began the construction of the
wall.
The wall, which has drawn international condemnation,
cuts deep into Palestinian territories and has resulted in
the confiscation of large swathes of fertile Palestinian land,
the ghettoisation of Palestinian towns and villages, has cut
off thousands of Palestinians from social services, schools,
and farmland.45
On July 9, 2004 the International Court of Justice ruled
that construction of the wall was “contrary to international
law” because it involves the destruction and confiscation
of Palestinian property and imposes severe restrictions on
Palestinian movement.46
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PRESIDENT YASSER ARAFAT BESIEGED
On March 29, 2002 the Israeli occupation forces
raided Palestine president Yasser Arafat’s
Headquarters (Muqata’a) in Ramallah West Bank
and placed it under siege, demolishing most of
his office complex and confining him there,
while embarking on a policy of extra-judicial
assassinations and imprisonment of Palestinian
leaders.
The siege was lifted on May 2, after 6 men
wanted by Israel (4 of them convicted of
involvement in the October 2001 assassination
of the Israeli tourism minister Rehavam Zeevi)
were moved to a prison in Jericho, which was
guarded by American and British wardens.
Although the military had withdrawn from the
Muqata’a, the cities and refugee camps in the
West Bank remained surrounded by Israeli
troops.47
After a suicide bombing struck Tel Aviv, on
September 19 2002, the Muqata’a was again
placed under siege. During the next ten days,
the Israeli Occupation Forces destroyed all of
the buildings that had survived the former siege
with bulldozers and explosives, including the
main interior ministry building.48
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Ramallah, West Bank
Sept 3, 2002 Israeli tanks
and armored personnel
carriers stand guard at
one of the entrances to
Pre s i d e n t A ra f at ' s
compound. (Photo by
Michael RobinsonChavez/The Washington
Post/Getty Images)

An Israeli soldier stands
next to the damaged
compound of President
Arafat September 22,
2002. (Photo: Lior Mizrahi/
Getty Images)

RE-OCCUPATION OF GAZA AND THE WEST
BANK
On February 26, 2003, Israel began a series of
incursions, repeated throughout the year, that
lead to the reoccupation of parts of the Gaza
Strip and the West Bank, inflicting widespread
damages and heavy civilian casualties.
Israeli occupying forces committed illegal
military actions against Palestinian civilians and
their properties, using various kinds of weapons.
They invaded Palestinian areas and destroyed
private and public properties, while maintaining
full control over many Palestinian areas in the
West Bank for several weeks. The Israeli military
perpetrated more illegal actions and human
rights violations against Palestinian civilians,
including killings, shelling of and incursions into
Palestinian areas, house demolitions, and
agricultural land leveling.

Tanks in the city center of Ramallah in
the West Bank. (Photo: Palestinian
archive)
Palestinians surrender to Israeli
soldiers March 30, 2002 during the
occupation of the West Bank town of
Ramallah. (Photo: Scott Nelson/Getty
Images)
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Tanks near demolished homes in the Jenin
refugee camp, where the fiercest fighting
occurred, in the northern West Bank, on April
14, 2002. (Photo: Palestinian archive)

THE ROAD MAP
On 29 April 2003, the Israelis and Palestinians
received the "road map" formula for peace,
backed by the Quartet (Russia, the European
Union, the United States and the United
Nations).
The Roadmap was built on the following
summarized goals: end the violence; halt
settlement activity; reform Palestinian
institutions; accept Israel's right to exist;
establish a viable, sovereign Palestinian state;
and reach a final settlement on all issues by
2005. The Roadmap is composed of three
phases:49
I.Satisfy the preconditions for a Palestinian
state;
II.Creating an independent Palestinian state
with provisional borders;
III.Negotiations on a permanent status
agreement, recognition of a Palestinian
state with permanent borders and end
of the conflict.
On 4 June 2003, Sharon and Abbas met at
Aqaba, Jordan, to discuss the implementation
of the peace road map.
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PRESIDENT YASSER ARAFAT PASSED
AWAY
P r e s i d e n t Ya s s e r A r a f a t d i e d
unexpectedly on November 11, 2004 at
the age of 75, after a short period of
illness. The cause of his death has been
since then debated.
President Mahmoud Abbas was elected
in January 2005, and took over the
presidency.
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DISENGAGEMENT FROM GAZA 2005
On September 12, 2005 Gaza witnessed the withdrawal of the Israeli
army from the Gaza Strip and dismantling of all Israeli settlements.
With this act many of the settlers moved from Gaza to the West Bank,
where the building of settlements increased. For Israel, Gaza has
always been a demographic, security and economic burden.
According to the plan, and apart from evacuating the settlements in
Gaza, Israel continued to maintain full control of the border, airspace,
and coastline of the Gaza Strip. All border crossings connecting Gaza
with Israel and Egypt, and through them with the outside world,
remained under Israel’s tight grip. The existing system of tight
restrictions on the movements of Palestinian goods and people which
has notoriously defined much of the post-Oslo era remained intact.
This has severely impacted the economic status of the Gaza Strip.50
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Disengagem
-ent from
gaza
2005

Rescue team
running from
airstrikes in Gaza.
Palestinian
archive. (Photo:
Palestinian
archive)

ISRAELI
WAR ON
GAZA
2008-2009

Artillery shells
explode above
Gaza City on
January 4, 2008,
as seen from the
Israeli side of the
Israel-Gaza
border. (Photo:
Patrick Baz /AFP/
Getty Images)

THE ISRAELI WAR ON GAZA 2008-2009
On December 27, 2008, Israeli forces launched a major air attack on Hamas political and
military targets in Gaza. Reports indicated that 200 to 255 Palestinians on the first day were
killed, where Israeli ground forces moved towards the Gaza border.
As of January 5, United Nations officials, as well as media outlets estimate that the Gaza War
has seen 524 Palestinians killed and 2,600 wounded since Israel began "Operation Cast Lead"
on December 27, the majority of these casualties among members of Hamas security forces,
but at least 200 of the dead were civilians. Israel reports one soldier and three civilians killed
since December 27, with 30 civilians wounded by Hamas rocket attacks. On January 3,
thousands of Israeli troops, in three brigade-size formations, backed by tanks and attack
helicopters, launched the expected ground invasion of the Gaza Strip in what Israel calls the
"second stage of Operation Cast Lead.”51
On January 11, Israeli troops pushed into a heavily populated area of Gaza City from the
south, in which Israel and Hamas forces engaged in vicious unconventional warfare. On
January 17, Israel announced a unilateral ceasefire, deciding to halt operations.52
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Clouds of heavy smoke billowing into the air following
an Israeli military strike in Gaza City. (Photo: Palestinian
archive) (Photo: Patrick Baz /AFP/Getty Images)

Clouds of heavy smoke billowing into the air following
an Israeli military strike in Gaza City on July 29, 2014.
(Photo: Haaretz)

Palestinians carry their belongings after removing
them from their apartment in a badly damaged
residential building during a 72-hour truce in Beit
Lahiya town. (Photo: Reuters 2014)

ISRAELI
WAR ON
GAZA
2008-2009
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A girl trying to defend her sister during airstrikes in the
middle of the rubble of their home. (Photo: Palestinian
archive)

Clouds of heavy smoke billowing into the air following
an Israeli military strike on Gaza City (Photo: Palestinian
Archive)

A building fully demolished after bombing Gaza City
(Photo: Palestinian Archive)

ISRAELI
WAR ON
GAZA
2012
60

ISRAELI WAR ON GAZA 2012
This is an eight-day operation on Gaza that started on November 14, 2012. The Israeli government stated
that the aims of the military operation were to halt rocket attacks against civilian targets originating from the
Gaza Strip. During the course of the operation, Israel claimed to have struck more than 1,500 sites in the
Gaza Strip, including rocket launch pads, weapon depots, government facilities, and apartment blocks.
According to a UNHCR report, 174 Palestinians were killed and hundreds were wounded. Many families
were displaced. A ceasefire mediated by Egypt was announced on November 21.53

ISRAELI
WAR ON
GAZA
2012
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ISRAELI WAR ON GAZA 2014
The 2014 war on Gaza, was a military operation launched by Israel on July 8 2014. The stated aim of the
Israeli operation was to stop rockets fire from Gaza into Israel. On July 7, after seven Hamas militants died in
a tunnel explosion in Khan Younis caused by an Israeli airstrike, Hamas launched 40 rockets towards Israel.
The operation officially started the second day. On July 17, the operation expanded to an Israeli ground
invasion with the aim of destroying the tunnel system. These forces withdrew on August 5. On August 26, a
ceasefire was announced. Around 2,300 Gazans were killed and around 11,000 were wounded including
3,374 children. 54

ISRAELI
WAR ON
GAZA
2014
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TRUMP PROMISE
President Donald Trump has taken a major step towards his
campaign promise to move the U.S. embassy in Tel Aviv to
Jerusalem. Trump announced the move and formally recognized
Jerusalem as Israel's capital. The policy change stems from a 1995
law mandating the embassy to be moved to Jerusalem by 1999.
However, out of worry that the move would destabilize peace talks
between Israelis and Palestinians, presidents Bill Clinton, George W.
Bush and Barack Obama have signed waivers to suspend the move.
On December 6, 2017, President Trump recognized Jerusalem as
Israel's capital and ordered to start the process of moving the US
embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. Trump’s promise has resulted
in an escalation of the violence in the region, Trump’s decision was
in fact a threat to any peace solutions in the future, and mainly an
alarming trigger for deteriorating volatile situation.
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Israeli Soldiers dragging a Palestinian youth for detention
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MOBILITY IN THE WEST BANK
Israel manages the Palestinian areas as three
separate ones: The Gaza Strip, the West Bank
and Jerusalem which it had annexed to its
sovereign territory. Israel allows Palestinians to
travel between these parts only if they obtain a
special permit, which it rarely issues.
In the West Bank, Israel controls all entry and
exit points. Israel controls also the travel inside
the West Bank. Two major checkpoints split the
West Bank in three areas southern West Bank,
middle, and northern. The checkpoints are:
The Za’atara checkpoint between Nablus and
Ramallah, which is staffed some of the time,
and the Container checkpoint east of Abu Dis,
which is always staffed.55
The military has also installed iron gates at the
entrances to the vast majority of West Bank
villages, allowing it to isolate them within
minutes and with minimal personnel. When
closed, people are imprisoned in their own
cities. They are allowed out only if and when
the gates are opened.

Qalandia checkpoint: a checkpoint of metal cages that separates
Jerusalem from Ramallah area
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Palestinians are barred from freely accessing
large segments of the West Bank. These restricted
areas include all areas within the municipal
boundaries of settlements, the “seam zone”, much
of the Jordan Valley, East Jerusalem, restricted
roads and other ‘closed’ areas. Estimates of the
total area are difficult to come by, but it appears
to be in excess of 50% of the total area of the
West Bank.
Inside Jerusalem, Israel has installed checkpoints
that cut the Palestinian neighborhoods on the
other side of the Separation Barrier off from the
rest of the city. This forces 140,000 Palestinian
Jerusalemites to cross busy, crowded checkpoints
in order to enter their own city.56

Palestinians standing in the queue waiting to cross through the inhuman
Qalandia checkpoint.

Further restrictions in Hebron
Hebron is divided into H1 and H2 under the
1 9 9 7 H e b r o n Pr o t o c o l . H 1 c o v e r s
approximately 80 per cent of the city and is
under Palestinian civil and security control.
H2 is under Israeli military control and
Palestinian civil control. H2 is surrounded by
checkpoints, roadblocks and military
barriers that cut off or severely restrict
Palestine’s use of roads leading to other
parts of the city in H1 and even to other
parts of H2 such as the only industrial zone.
These restrictions are affecting trade and
tourism, especially in the Museum of
Hebron, the old historic buildings, and the
Ibrahimi Mosque, the shrines of prophets
and righteous people in Hebron.
Approximately 40,000 Palestinians (20% of
the total population of Hebron City) reside in
H2. There are four Israeli settlements in H2
inside the city with approximately 500
settlers in addition to a couple of thousands
Israeli security forces. 57

Children waiting outside checkpoint 56 in Hebron (H2). (Photo: EAPPI/M 30.12.2015)
A route children have to cross going back and forth to school

Since November 2015, Tel Rumeida
neighborhood and Al Shuhada Street
from H1, where approximately 2,000
Palestinians live, have been declared a
closed military area. Only Palestinian
residents of the two areas who were
registered with the army and allocated
a number hand written on the cover of
their IDs are allowed through the two
checkpoints (Bab Az Zawiya and
Gilbert) which control access to their
homes.58

A woman holding her baby heading to her house through
Shuhada Checkpoint. (Photo: International Solidarity Movement)
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Traveling abroad
To travel abroad, Palestinians have to travel
through Queen Alia airport in Amman Jordan.
Israeli authorities very rarely grant the documents
needed to use Ben Gurion airport. Hence, to travel
abroad, Palestinians have to cross through Allenby
Bridge to go first to Amman Jordan. This crossing
is fully controlled by Israel on the West side of the
river, though it was agreed that it will be eventually
controlled by the Palestinian Authority. This
crossing is open 12 hours from Sundays to
Thursdays, while on Saturdays and Fridays it is only
open for two hours. Israeli forces close the
crossing for a whole day preventing anyone from
traveling. Israeli forces in many cases prevent
Palestinians from crossing the border without
giving any justification.
Simply traveling from Hungary to Palestine would
need one day for the flight and another to cross
the bridge, an average process of 12 hours of
travel that could last for 24 hours.

Palestinians waiting to cross the Allenby
Bridge
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The Permit System
To enforce mobility restrictions, Israel
instituted a permit system that requires all
residents to obtain a permit in order to
travel to Israel, Jerusalem, and Gaza for
whatsoever reason (including work,
medical care, family visits etc…). The
process to receive those permits is
arbitrary and subject to humiliation. Many
applications are denied without
justification.
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ECONOMY IN THE WEST BANK
Building Israeli settlements is done at the expenses of confiscation of large swathes of Palestinian land
and destruction of Palestinian property to use for construction and agriculture purposes; seizure of water
resources to the extent that 599,901 settlers use more water than the whole Palestinian population in the
West Bank (2.86 million); appropriation of touristic and archeological sites; and exploitation of Palestinian
quarries, mines, Dead Sea resources, and other non-renewable natural resources.60
Settlements have also been supported by an infrastructure of roads, checkpoints, and the Separation
Wall, leading to the creation of isolated cantons in the West Bank, and to the appropriation of more
Palestinian land.
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EDUCATION IN THE WEST BANK
Access to education is undermined due
to the detention of children, military
operations and settler related incidents;
the shortage of physical infrastructure
due to building restrictions in Area C
and East Jerusalem; and movement
restrictions such as the checkpoints and
the Barriers.

In 2016, there were 256 education-related
violations affecting 29,230 students across
the Occupied Palestinian Territories.62 These
threats include: threats of violence and
harassment from Israeli settlers or soldiers
on the journey to school, military activity in
or around their schools, military or police
arresting and detaining children from their
classrooms, lost time due to the closure of a
military area or firing zone, delays crossing
checkpoints, threats of destruction and
demolition of schools and stop work orders.

At least 56 schools in Area C of the West
Bank currently have pending demolition
or stop-work orders, creating
uncertainty for vulnerable school
children.61

Palestinian teacher teaching her students after the Israeli forces
demolished their school in the Bedouin community A by
Anwar near the Jewish settlement of Maale Adumim
(background), in the West Bank city of al-Azariya, east of
Jerusalem, on February 23, 2016. (Photo: Reuters)
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ETHNIC CLEANSING IN JERUSALEM
Although mobility is not an issue for
those living in Jerusalem, but the
threat to their existence is a critical
one. Israel is striving to increase the
number of Israelis in Jerusalem and at
the same time decrease the number of
Palestinians. One bill intends to annex
to Jerusalem some 150,000 Jews in
i l l e g a l We s t B a n k s e t t l e m e n t s
surrounding the city. Also, Israeli settler
organizations like Ateret Cohamin and
Gush Emunim target, seize and
redevelop long established
strategically located Palestinian
property in East Jerusalem.63

Many Palestinians in East Jerusalem
are subject to a coercive environment
with the risk of forcible transfer due to
I s ra e l i p o l i c i e s s u c h a s h o m e
demolitions, forced evictions and
revocation of residency status. A
restrictive and discriminatory
planning policy makes it almost
impossible for Palestinians to obtain
the requisite Israeli building permits:
only 13 per cent of East Jerusalem is
zoned for Palestinian construction
and much of this is already built-up.

A Palestinian woman walks through the rubble of a house
after Israeli security forces demolished the homes of two
Palestinians in east Jerusalem. (Photo: Thomas Coex/AFP/
Getty Images)
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ETHNIC CLEANSING IN JERUSALEM
Palestinians building without permits
face the risk of home demolitions along
with other penalties. Even though these
residents pay taxes to Jerusalem
municipality, Palestinian areas outside the
barrier are already neglected and
lawless. Most recently, with the new
Israeli policy, Palestinians are forced to
demolish their own houses, to prevent
themselves from paying the expenses
and fines if the Israeli occupation forces
demolish the houses.
Planning restrictions and land shortages
inside the wall have created a housing
crisis for Palestinians, making it too
expensive for them to live there. The
absence of sufficient infrastructure,
including roads, water mains and sewage
facilities further limits the possibility of
e x p a n s i o n i n t h e Pa l e s t i n i a n
neighborhoods.
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Jerusalemites living in the city but
working in the West Bank risk having
their residency revoked. Palestinians
who have Jerusalem IDs, but who live to
the east of the Wall, also face losing
their IDs if they stay overnight on the
west side. Since the annexation of
Jerusalem, over 14,600 Palestinian
inhabitants lost their Jerusalemite IDs64.
Due to the advanced biometric
identification technology used on the
checkpoints, the Israeli authorities know
if a Palestinian spends even one night
“illegally”, on either side of the barrier.
Couples where only one has a blue ID
card (Jerusalemite) must live separately
– or live together in the West Bank and
lose their Jerusalemite status.

Israeli police stand near a residence in East Jerusalem where Israeli Jews
have bought apartments in the predominantly Palestinian neighborhood
of Silwan. The Palestinian seller said he sold the apartment to a
Palestinian middleman and did not realize the ultimate owner was
Jewish. Photo: EMILY HARRIS)
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MOBILITY IN GAZA
Living in Gaza means living in a big
prison with no hope for the future,
the way through the Egyptian
borders and through the Israeli ones
t o t h e We s t B a n k i s a l m o s t
impossible to go through. There are
three crossing points in Gaza, these
are:
1. Rafah crossing is controlled
by the Egyptian authorities
and technically allows the
movement of a number of
authorized travelers,
Palestinian medical and
humanitarian cases only.
2. Erez crossing is controlled by
the Israeli authorities and
technically allows the
movement of aid workers
and a limited number of
authorized travelers,
including Palestinian medical
and humanitarian cases.

3. Kerem Shalom crossing, also controlled by Israeli
authorities, technically allows the movement of authorized
goods only.
As part of the blockade on the Gaza Strip, Israel prohibits
Palestinians from entering and leaving the area except in
extremely rare cases, which include urgent, life-threatening
medical conditions and a very short list of merchants. Israel
limits import into Gaza and almost completely prohibits
exports out of it. Despite relaxation of some blockade-related
restrictions in recent years, 1.8 million Palestinians in Gaza
remain "locked in”65, denied free access to the remaining
territories and to the rest of the world.

Erez Crossing point
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ECONOMY IN GAZA
Blockade and three wars
devastated the socio-economic
situation in Gaza. Gaza’s private
sector, the engine of future
economic growth potential, is
presently incapacitated due to the
blockade, restrictions on
movement and access to natural
resources and markets, and
recurrent destructive wars.
Po v e r t y i s i n c r e a s i n g , t h e
population below poverty line is
30% and unemployment rate is
26.7%. Unemployment amongst
youth aged 15-24 reaches 40.7%
a n d f o r f e m a l e s i t rea c h e s
60.8%.66

95 percent of Gaza’s water is
undrinkable.67 Also, for the past
decade, the Gaza Strip has
suffered from a chronic
e l e c t r i c i t y d e fi c i t , w h i c h
undermined already fragile
living conditions.

Israeli occupation forces shoot the fishermen in Gaza, an incident that happens daily. (Photo:
Palestinian Archive)
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EDUCATION IN GAZA
An entire generation of young
youth from Gaza (ages 16 to 24)
has grown up in a war situation
without contact or access to the
outside world, without any
possibility of development, and
with no hope for the future.
The main challenges for school
children and youth are lack of
access to quality schooling, safe
child-friendly learning
environments in existing
schools, and educational
materials. In the 2014th conflict
alone, 232 schools were
damaged and 29 schools were
totally destroyed.68

Two-thirds of schools are forced to operate in double shifts
(70% UNRWA schools, 63% public schools) and six schools
on triple shifts to accommodate the growing number of
children due to the shortage of schools and classrooms.69
Children are forced to study in darkened classrooms and
sometimes to do their homework by candlelight due to the
unprecedented deterioration in the energy crisis. The Gaza
Strip is receiving only four to six hours of electricity daily.
Many of those receiving scholarships from international
universities lose this opportunity due to restrictions on
travel outside Gaza Strip.

A damaged classroom in the Jabalya girls school in Gaza. At least 10 Israeli
munitions hit in and around the school on July 30, 2014, while more than 3,200
people were sheltering there. The attack killed 20 people. (Photo: Anne Paq/Human
Rights Watch)
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Israeli border police arresting Ahmad Abu Sbitan, 11,
in front of his school in East Jerusalem. The police
accused him of throwing a stone at them.

Ahed Tamimi a Palestinian minor under detention:
charged with 12 counts including assault following her
arrest after a video of her slapping two Israeli soldiers
in the West Bank went viral.

CHILDREN IN PALESTINE
The detention of minors is part of Israel’s racist and arbitrary laws, both in terms of
arrest and in its issuance of long sentences accompanied by fines in military courts.
At the end of February 2018, 356 Palestinian minors were held in Israeli prisons as
security detainees and prisoners, including 4 administrative detainees. Another 5
Palestinian minors were held in Israel Prison Service facilities for being in Israel
illegally. During detention, children face abuse and torture.71
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WOMEN IN PALESTINE
Over 15,000 Palestinian women have been
detained by Israeli occupation forces (IOF)
since 1967, 62 Palestinian women are still
languishing in Israeli jails. Issues faced in
Israeli jails include the following:72

-Rape: Some Palestinian women have

spoken up about being raped in Israeli
custody. Reports have indicated both
male and female detainees face rape in
Israeli custody.
-Inadequate medical care: One of the
main issues repeatedly brought up have
been inadequate medical care, especially
following the recent campaign
surrounding Israa Jaabis’s dire need for
medical treatment after 65% of her body
was burned and eight of her fingers
needed to be amputated.
-Limited access to education: While there
is a limit to the number of books available
at any given time to both Palestinian men
and women detained by Israel, the
smaller number of female prisoners
means there are fewer books for them.
This restricts their access to education
and knowledge.
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Israa Jaabis appears in an Israeli court in November 2016.
Israa Jaabis needs medical treatment as 65 percent of her body
was burned and eight of her fingers need to be amputated.
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WATER
Israel retains control over all sources of water in the
West Bank and retains significant control over water
resources in Gaza. On the other hand, Israel extracts
close to 90% of the water from the aquifer
underneath the West Bank. Israel takes control over
all water resources through a series of military orders.
Palestinians are not allowed to dig for wells except
through special permits. Only 23 licenses were issued
for new Palestinian wells since 1967.73 Large water
infrastructure projects in the West Bank require Joint
Water Committee (JWC) approval. Israeli conditions
to approve essential Palestinian projects are different
from the conditions to approve those in the Israeli
settlements. This discriminatory procedure resulted in
the following:74
-Approximately 200,000 people with no connection
to the water network paying up to 400 % more for
every liter of water than those connected
-Only one Palestinian-operated wastewater
treatment plant
-Less than a third of the communities in the West
Bank are connected to the sewerage network, with
the remainder dependent on self-installed cesspits
and septic tanks
-Palestinians have access to 70 litres/capita/day (l/c/
d) on average for domestic use and personal
hygiene. The WHO recommended minimum is 100
l/c/d.

- In some areas of the West Bank located in

Area C, where Israel has full military control,
some communities survive on as little as 20 l/
c/d.
- Around 200 000 people in West Bank rural
areas have no connection to the water
network and rely on tankered water to meet
their basic needs. They pay up to 400% more
for every litre than those connected to the
water network.
- Due to the low quantities of water available to
Palestinian farmers, only 6.8% of the
cultivated land in the West Bank is irrigated
Israel operates 42 abstraction wells located
inside the West Bank, owned and operated
by Mekorot, drilled mainly in the Eastern
Aquifer in the Jordan Valley, and with a total
capacity of 56.9 MCM/yr. 71 Israeli wells are
usually much deeper and have a higher yield
compared to Palestinian wells, which also
leads to the drying up of Palestinian wells
located close to an Israeli operated well.
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SANITATION
The majority of towns and villages
covering the West Bank lack
wastewater networks and must rely
instead on septic tanks and cesspits, as
network coverage reaches only 32% of
the population.
Israel has failed to build any advanced
wastewater treatment plants (WWTP) in
settlements in the West Bank. 5.5 MCM/
yr are left to flow as raw sewage into
streams and valleys throughout the
West Bank.75
Nahaleen village borders the Betar Illit
settlement from the East. 16,118
dunums are in Area C totaling 93.4% of
the village land under Israeli control.
The settlement encroaches on 1156.2
dunums currently which equates too
10% of Palestinian land.76

A polluted stream on
the outskirts of
Bruqin
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Nahaleen’s primary source of income both
as a village and as individual household
incomes used to be agriculture. Nahaleen
estimate that they receive two thirds of the
wastewater discharged from Betar Illit onto
both Wadi Foukin and Nahaleen.77 There are
two pipes leading from Betar Illit to
Nahaleen lands. The pipes are positioned
atop a slight hill which allows the wastewater
to flow directly down onto the agricultural
land and into the spring that was previously
used for irrigation purposes. The presence
of the wastewater has caused the soil to
degrade in quality, the minerals that were
previously present have depleted and are
instead replaced by hordes of harmful
bacteria.

SETTLEMENTS
Jews started building settlements since the early phases of migration. At the
time, these settlements, built largely on the coastal plain and in the north of
the country, were called “Kibbutzim” and “Moshavim”. The Zionist strategy
has always been known to create facts on the ground.
The first Kibbutz Degania, was established in 1909 by European Jewish
colonists. Tel Aviv, now the economic capital of Israel, was also built in the
early 20th century and was one of the first settlements.78
In 1967, Israel started building settlements for its citizens on Palestinian land.
Settlements then became the hallmark of the Israeli colonial project.
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TYPES OF COLONIES
There are three types of Israeli colonies in
Palestine; these are:79
Settlements: Built by the Israeli
government, mainly in rural areas in the
West Bank and Jerusalem, many are on
private Palestinian property and within
close proximity to Palestinian towns and
cities.
Outposts: Built without the official
authorization of the Israeli government but
with financial support from Israeli
politicians and ministries. In 2017, Israel
passed a land-theft law that allows the
legalization of outposts if settlers are able
to prove they were ignorant about the
owners of the land (privately or under state
orders).

Jerusalem’s Enclaves: Established mainly
by Israeli right-wing organizations with the
help of the Israeli government in the heart
of Palestinian neighborhoods in East
Jerusalem, some involve taking over
Palestinian homes and evicting their
residents using Israeli laws that favor Jews
over non-Jews.

Annexed East Jerusalem illegal Israeli settlement of Har-Homa
from the West Bank city of Bethlehem
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WHERE DO THEY BUILD SETTLEMENTS
- State Land: Israel declared at least 26% of the West
Bank as “state land”. Using a different interpretation of
Ottoman, British and Jordanian laws, Israel stole public
and private Palestinian land for settlements under the
pretext of “state land”. Though many Palestinians had
paid taxes and cultivated their land for decades, most
land wasn't registered during the Ottoman and British
occupations; in 1968, Israel stopped the process of land
registration and declared any unregistered land as
belonging to the Israeli government.
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- Based on the law in the West Bank, a state is only allowed
to seize private land for public Palestinian needs.
- Israel uses this law, however, to confiscate private land for
building Jewish-only settlement roads, connecting them
with one another and to Israel.
- Requisition of land for military use: Israeli army takes over
the land a process called “temporary seizure” while keeping
it in the name of the owners to give it back when the
military need is over, however these lands were never given
back. Since 1967, the Israeli army has used this pretext to
seize land for at least 42 settlements, maintain “secure
zones” around the settlements, and build bypass roads.
87

Settlements in 2016 (Photo: Peacenow)
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STATISTICS
Today, between 600,000 and 750,000 Israelis live
in the Israeli settlements, equivalent to roughly
11% of the total Jewish Israeli population. They
live beyond the internationally recognized
borders of their state, on Palestinian land that
Israel occupied in 1967, comprising East
Jerusalem and the West Bank.
This means that roughly 11% of Israel's 6.6
million Jewish population now lives on occupied
land, outside the internationally recognized
borders of Israel.82
The following are some statistics:
- 150 Settlements
- 119 Outposts
- 42% of West Bank controlled by settlements
- 86% of East Jerusalem for Israel state and
settler use
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THE IMPACT OF SETTLEMENTS
The settlements impacted the
Palestinians in their daily lives.
1.Water: Israeli settlers use about
six times the amount of water used
by the 3.1 million Palestinians.84
2.Economy: Settlements control
the most fertile area in the West
Bank. 40% of the dates in these
settlements are exported to the EU,
also minerals from the Dead Sea
generates high income to the
Israeli revenues.85
3.Quarries and Stone Mining: Since
1994, Israel has refused to issue
new permits to Palestinian stone
mining and quarrying companies the largest Palestinian industry while operating some 11 quarries
for Israeli use.86

4.Agriculture: Palestinians are deprived of
access to 85% of the grazing lands in the
entire West Bank.87
5.Environment: The settlements dump all
the waste water and waste onto the
Palestinian lands.88
6.Settler Violence: Settlers commit attacks
on Palestinian people, houses, farms and
especially olive trees.
7.Settlements Block Peace: An example is
the planned E1, it is planned for a site
northeast of Jerusalem, adjacent to the
settlement of Maale Adumim. If the
proposed 3,682 housing units are built,
they would effectively bisect the West Bank,
p re v e n t i n g t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a
contiguous, viable Palestinian State. If built,
E1 would isolate East Jerusalem from the
WB preventing the development of a
Palestinian political and economic capital in
East Jerusalem.89
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Apartheid wall: map. Applied Research Institute Jerusalem ARIJ
(2010)
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THE APARTHEID WALL
In June 2002, the Israeli cabinet decided
to construct the Separation Barrier. The
decision was made following a long string
of attacks perpetrated by Palestinians
against Israelis. Although Israel justifies
the building of the wall for security
reasons, a clear analysis of the
construction on the ground shows that the
wall lays the groundwork for the de facto
annexation of lands and settlements.
The wall is built on the occupied territory
and not the green line. It crosses urban
and rural blocs, thus separating
communities and families.
It is built in the form of a border barrier
with an electronic fence.

The barrier is about 60 meters wide on
average. In urban areas – such as
Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Qalqiliyah and
Tulkarm – Israel constructed an eight to
nine-meter-high concrete wall instead of
this type of barrier. The concrete wall is a
total of about 70 kilometers long.90
The total route of the barrier is 712
kilometers long. This is twice as long as
the Green Line. After the completion of
the wall 52,667.7 hectars will be cut off
from the West Bank (9.4% of the WB).91

Palestinian boys playing soccer against the backdrop of the Israeli
separation barrier that bisects their school playground in East
Jerusalem, 2006. (Photo: AWAD/AFP/Getty Images)
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MILITARY GATES WITHIN THE APARTHEID
WALL
Israel installed 84 gates, through which they
control the mobility of people to and from
their villages. These gates are open only at
certain times of the day preventing students
from going to their schools, farmers from
accessing their lands and sick people from
receiving health services.
According to OCHA figures for 2016, only nine
of these gates are opened daily; ten are
opened only a few days a week and during the
olive harvest season; and 65 gates are only
opened for the olive harvest.92
There are some 11,000 Palestinians living in 32
communities that are now trapped between
the Separation Barrier and the Green Line.93

Apartheid wall: Bethlehem Prison City Gates. (Photo: ARIJ, 2006)

Palestinian farmers negotiate with Israeli soldiers at a military gate in the
northern West Bank, demanding the Israeli army ease restrictions to allow them
to more easily enter and exit, Deir Al Ghusun, July 9, 2017. (Photo: Haidi
Motola/Activestills.org)
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THE SEPARATION WALL IN JERUSALEM
The Separation Barrier in Jerusalem has completely sealed off the city from the rest of the
West Bank.
The route deviates from Jerusalem’s municipal boundaries in five areas. In two locations, the
barrier keeps out a total of eight Palestinian neighborhoods which lie within the municipal
boundaries of Jerusalem. These neighborhoods are currently home to some 140,000
Palestinians who have permanent Israeli resident status. In three locations, the barrier
extends beyond the municipal boundaries, de facto annexing undeveloped land,
settlements and their environs.94
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UN RESOLUTIONS TACKLING THE
APARTHEID WALL
In October 2003, a United Nation
resolution declaring the barrier illegal
where it deviates from the Green Line
and should be torn down was vetoed by
the US in the UN Security Council
On May 19, 2004, the UN passed Security
Council Resolution 1544 reiterating the
obligation of Israel, the occupying Power,
to abide scrupulously by its legal
obligations and responsibilities under the
Fourth Geneva Convention, and called
on Israel to address its security needs
within the boundaries of international
law. In a special emergency session of the
General Assembly, the United Nations
asked the International Court of Justice
(ICJ) to evaluate the legal status of the
barrier.

This is a section of the Ramallah wall
between East Jerusalem and the "no
man's land" and Israel. The balloon
graffiti is by the English artist
Banksy.
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In 2004, an advisory opinion by the
ICJ declared that, "Israel cannot rely
on a right of self-defence or on a
state of necessity in order to
preclude the wrongfulness of the
construction of the wall". The Court
asserted that "the construction of
the wall, and its associated régime,
are contrary to the International
Law." So, in July 9, 2004, advisory
opinion the ICJ advised that the
barrier is a violation of international
law, that it should be removed, that
Arab residents should be
compensated for any damage done,
and that other states will take action
to obtain Israel's compliance with
the Fourth Geneva Convention. 95

Map showing the
apartheid wall.
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When asked what they dream of,
Palestinian children responded,
“I have a dream
I have a dream to live without occupation
I have a dream not to be hurt by soldiers
and not to have our homes demolished
I have a dream to move freely and not to
be attacked at the checkpoint while going
to school and to be able to visit relatives
I have a dream to visit Jerusalem
I have a dream to go to the sea as I haven’t
seen the sea ever
I have a dream to play out without any fear
I have a dream to dream, to dream with no
limits, no borders
I want to dream

By Raghda
My name is Raghda. I am 9 years old, and I live in a little village called Wadi Fouqin. I live
with my parents and grandparents, I have so many friends in the neighborhood. I love my
parents, I love my relatives, I love my school and my teachers.
I am sad because my village is near an Israeli settlement. The settlers harass us and prevent
us from going anywhere, they uprooted our olive trees. I dream of a beautiful life, I dream
of going to the sea; but I know this will not happen because of the Israeli occupation.
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When asked what they dream of,
Palestinian youth responded:
I have a dream
I dream to go hiking without fear
I dream to visit other countries, I want to
be able to travel around
I dream of going to Jerusalem
I dream of a home with no threat to be
demolished by soldiers
I d rea m o f h a v i n g e l e c t r i c i t y a l l
throughout the day
I dream of a happy life
I dream of going to school without facing
harassment from the Israeli soldiers
I dream to live like other youth in the
world and to enjoy life as they do
I dream of a free Palestine

By Ahmed:
“My name is Ahmed, I am 21 years old, I come
from Silwan, a village close to Jerusalem. We
received an order from the Israeli soldiers that
we should demolish our house or else we will
have to pay thousands of shekels. We cannot
afford that. I was imprisoned by the Israeli
soldiers for throwing stones, I was defending my
house, my parents and my siblings.

I dream of living a secured life without fears, I
dream of having a free Palestine, I dream of a
happy life without problems, I dream to live without
having to fear from the settlers and the Israeli
soldiers, I dream of not having this nightmare that
we will be homeless. I dream of having an ordinary
life. I don’t know if this dream will come true. But I
know that justice will prevail at the end.”
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A Palestinian boy plays his guitar
among the rubble of his home in Gaza
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When asked what they dream of, Palestinian mothers responded:

I have a dream
I dream of a happy life for my children
I dream that my children will have access to educational and health
services
I dream of traveling without humiliation
I dream of a safe and secure life for my children
I dream of visiting my relatives without crossing several checkpoints
I dream of a free Palestine, free from checkpoints, free from violence, free from fear
I dream of peace

By Rheem:
“My name is Rheem, I am a mother of two boys
and two girls, we live in Gaza. Our children are
growing in the harshest setting ever, all the
children have traumatic disorders, my children
started bedwetting after the war on Gaza in
2014. Sometimes we receive electricity for
three hours a day, we are barely able to charge
our mobiles and laptops. Sometimes I go to
the hotel as they have a generator, then my
children can do their homework and I can write
the reports that I have to submit for work. Yes,
we are coping with all this, but our life is very
difficult. We live in a big prison.

Once you are born in Gaza you cannot go out;
there is no way out. Sometimes, I get a permit to
leave Gaza as I work with a UN agency, but my
kids and my husband cannot. Sometimes ,I
feel helpless and hopeless.
I dream of a better life, a life where we can enjoy
our basic rights: right to education, right to play,
right of movement. I dream of a safe life with no
wars or weapons. I dream of getting clean water
and electricity like others enjoy throughout the
world. I dream of a happy life for my family, for
the people of Gaza and for the Palestinians in
general. I dream of traveling with my family.”
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When asked what they dream of, Palestinian refugees responded:

I have a dream
I dream of the right for return
I dream of visiting my hometown
I dream of seeing my family
I dream of visiting my family
I dream of a happy life for my children
I dream of a free Palestine
I have a dream, a dream of peace and love, a homeland and a future

By Marie Antoinette Sedin:
“25 years ago I was living in Sweden, my
neighbor (Swedish man married to a Palestinian
woman) decided to celebrate Easter with his
wife’s family in Jerusalem, my son (9 years old)
wanted to go also and asked me why I cannot
go there to my homeland.
So this was what I wrote:
It’s that time of the year
When the bells of churches are ringing
When my people are walking the “Via Dolorosa”
When Jesus carries a message of sacrifice

When Jesus carries love, hope and faith
When Jesus is raised from the dead
When Indeed He has Risen
It’s that time of the year
When all people feel blessed
When all people can be there
When all people can pray there
When all people can reconnect memories
When I can’t create memories there
When I miss Palestine the most
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