
 

RIGHT TO RELIGION… 

A QUESTION UNDER 

THE ISRAELI 

OCCUPATION 

On September 15, an Israeli 
occupation court ordered that 
Al-Qa’qa’ Mosque in Jerusalem’s 
Silwan neighbourhood be 
demolished. 

The Palestinian Ministry of 
Endowments and Religious 
Affairs condemned the 
occupation state’s “aggression” 
against the mosque and called 
on the international community, 
the Arab League and the 
Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference (OIC) to protect 
Muslim holy sites and places of 
worship in Jerusalem. 

On another note, dozens of 
Israeli settlers stormed Al-Aqsa 
Mosque during the Jewish New 
Year. 
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ISRAEL AGAINST 

EQUALITY AMONGST 

ITS CITIZENS 

The Israeli parliament, the 
Knesset, has rejected a bill 
presented by Yousef Jabareen on 
behalf of the Arab Joint List 
intended to ensure full equality for 
all of Israel’s citizens, regardless of 
their ethnicity or religious 
affiliation. 

Jabareen presented his bill in 
advance of the 20th anniversary of 
the Aqsa Intifada, which has 
become a cornerstone in the 
collective consciousness of Israel’s 
Arab citizens, who make up 20 per 
cent of the population. They suffer 
from institutional discrimination, 
exclusion and hostility. 

Despite the bill highlighting the 
need for human rights and 
democracy to be available to all in 
the Zionist state, it was rejected by 
a majority of the ruling coalition 
and opposition parties. 

 

OCHA REPORT: ISRAEL 

DEMOLISHED OVER 500 

BUILDINGS 

On September 28, the UN Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
revealed its report about Israel demolitions 
of Palestinian buildings since the start of 
2020. The UN agency said that 506 buildings 
were razed to the ground by Israeli 
occupation forces in the West Bank on the 
pretext that they did not have building 
permits. According to the official statement, 
a total of 134 structures have so far been 
demolished in occupied East Jerusalem in 
2020 alone. 

UNOCHA said that the Israelis brought down 
22 buildings over the past two weeks, 
displacing 50 Palestinians and affecting 
around 200 others. Eight demolitions out of 
the 12 in East Jerusalem were carried out by 
the owners themselves in order to avoid 
fines and fees imposed by the Israeli 
occupation authorities. The other 10 
demolished structures were located in Area 
C, which accounts for around 61 per cent of 
the occupied West Bank. 
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CURRENT STATUS 

There have been so far over 

49,527 confirmed cases of COVID 

19 infection, 42,954 recovery 

cases, number of currently 

infected patients 6,194 and 379 

deaths. 

COVID-19 cases across the oPt so 

far this month rose by 37%, and by 

86% in the Gaza Strip. 

ISRAEL DAMAGES COVID-
19 SWABS 

Israeli occupation damaged 

100,000 swabs for coronavirus 

after preventing the passage of 

clinical materials from Jordan to 

the West Bank. On September 23, 

the Palestinian Minister of Health 

announced that the Israeli 

measures have caused shortage 

of swabs necessary for testing the 

virus and that what is available is 

only sufficient for three days. 

The Palestinian Ministry of Health 

(MOH) has announced that the 

operational materials needed to 

run one of Gaza’s COVID-19 

testing devices have run out. As a 

result, Gaza’s central laboratory is 

currently operating at half 

capacity, which drastically 

undermines the MOH’s efforts to 

contain and track COVID-19. 

Laboratory material and testing 

kits are urgently needed in order 

for the MOH to test potential 

COVID-19 cases and to take 

random swabs from within the 

general population.  

 

A PICTURE FOREVER IN OUR 

MEMORY 

MOHAMMAD EL-DURA 

 

On September 30, 2000, a 

Palestinian cameraman from Gaza, 

Talal Abu Rahma, shot a video of a 

father and his 12-year-old son 

under Israeli fire on the Saladin 

Road, south of Gaza City. The boy, 

Muhammad al-Durrah, was 

mortally wounded and died soon 

after. 

As the boy and his father sought 

shelter behind a small concrete 

structure, Jamal Al-Durrah 

screamed at the Israeli soldiers to 

stop shooting at the child. His cries 

were ignored, and Muhammd was 

hit several times and died on his 

father’s lap. 

 

MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

ÁActing Head of Mission met with 

Minister Azbej Tristan, Secretary of 

State at Prime Prime Minister's 

Office (Persecuted Christians) 

ÁMeeting with Prime Minister’s 

Advisor- Prof. Maróth Miklós 

ÁMeeting Mayor of Budapest Mr. 

Karácsony Gergely  

ÁMeeting with the DG of Middle East 

Department at the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs and Trade Dr. Kveck 

Péter 

ÁMeeting with Ambassador of 

Pakistan, Ambassador of Sweden, 

and Ambassador of Norway 

ÁMeeting with GS of the Ecumenical 

Council of Churches in Hungary Rev. 

Dr. Vilmos Fischl 

ÁParticipated in the Saudi Arabia 

National Day. 

ÁPalestine flag was flown at half-

mast in condolences of the death of 

Kuwait Emir Sheikh Sabah Al-Sabah. 

ÁParticipated in JOBBIK 

Parliamentary Party briefing. 

ÁMeeting with Kovács Levente, 

Rector of Óbuda University. 

ÁMeeting with the Palestinian 

Community. 

ÁParticipated in Logistics Forum 

organized by MOFA in Hungary 

PALESTINE & COVID 19 Hungary and Palestine 

A MUST READ 

 

https://www.haaretz.com/israel-

news/.premium.highlight.MAGAZI

NE-jews-looted-arab-property-en-

masse-in-48-the-authorities-let-

them-1.9201926  

https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium.highlight.MAGAZINE-jews-looted-arab-property-en-masse-in-48-the-authorities-let-them-1.9201926
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MOUNT OF TEMPTATION 
DEIR AL-QURUNTAL MONASTRY 

The Monastery of the Temptation is a Greek Orthodox 

monastery located in Jericho, Palestine. It was built on the 

slopes of the Mount of Temptation 350 meters above sea 

level, situated along a cliff overlooking the city of Jericho and 

the Jordan Valley. 

The earliest monastery was constructed by the Byzantines in 

the 6th century CE above the cave traditionally said to be that 

where Jesus spent forty days and forty nights fasting and 

meditating during the temptation of Satan, about three 

kilometers northwest of Jericho. The monastery receives its 

name from the mountain which the early Christians referred 

to as the "Mount of the Temptation". The Monastery of the 

Temptation was identified by Augusta Helena of 

Constantinople as one of the "holy sites" in her pilgrimage in 

326 CE. 

PICTURE OF THE MONTH 
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ABOUT THE PALESTINIAN 
HERITAGE DAY 

October 7 marks the Palestinian 

Heritage Day; this is an occasion to 

revive the Palestinian heritage with the 

aim of preserving it from loss and theft. 

This day started in 1966 when the 

historian Nimer Sarhan (author of the 

Encyclopedia of Palestinian Folklore) 

prepared a program for the Voice of 

Palestine Radio from Jerusalem entitled 

"There is My Village". This program 

intended to present popular songs and 

music from the different Palestinian 

villages. Although the program was not 

broadcasted due to political 

circumstances, the journey of research 

and collection of Palestinian folklore 

including: folk songs, songs, chants, 

customs and traditions, games, and 

popular food started in an academic 

manner. This led the historian Sarhan to 

publish a series of books about the 

Encyclopedia of Palestinian Folklore; 

during which it was decided to mark 

October 7 as the Palestinian Heritage 

Day.  

The Palestinian heritage is one of the 

basic pillars of the Palestinian identity, 

as most of its components are reflected 

in the roots of our history that starts 

since our Canaanite ancestors. A 

tangible and intangible heritage that is 

living in our live and revived culture. 

 

PALESTINE KICKS OFF 
DATE SEASON 

Following the end of the 

Medjoul dates harvest in 

Jericho in Mid-September, 

Gaza is starting its dates 

harvest.  

The Medjoul Dates are 

known for their big size and 

sweet caramel-like flavor. 

They need a lot of sunny days 

per year and thus only grow 

in very limited areas like the 

Jordan Valley and some parts 

of California and Africa. 

Farmers in the besieged Gaza 

Strip have harvested 12,000 

tons of dates from their palm 

trees; however, they are 

struggling to find buyers for 

their produce due to Israeli 

closures on Gaza.  

Contact  us 

Felso Zöldmáli  út  120 

1025 Budapest,  Hungary  

Phone  (+36) 1325-7579   Fax (+36) 1326-0341 

Website:   http://en.palestine.hu   

Email embassy@palestinemb.hu  

PALESTINIAN HERITAGE DAY AGRICULTURE ART & CULTURE 

PALESTINE AGRITECH SUMMIT 

The Palestinian Information 

Technology Association of Companies 

(PITA), the Representative Office of 

Japan to Palestine and the UNDP, in 

partnership with the Ministry of 

Agriculture and the Ministry of 

Telecommunications and IT have 

conducted the first Palestinian virtual 

AgriTech Summit via zoom Webinar.  

The summit opened new prospects 
for 5 AgriTech businesses presented 
during the summit. 

 

EVENTS IN PALESTINE 

PHOTO MARATHON 

On September 17, the European Union 

and the Ministry of Culture 

inaugurated the photo exhibition 

‘’Unframing Palestine’’ The exhibition 

is the outcome of a joint Palestinian 

European photo marathon organized 

by the European Union. Twelve 

Palestinian and European toured 

various places in the West Bank 

capturing their own angles of the 

Palestinian daily life.  
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